Always
making
changes
for the
better

A Climate Action Plan that will determine how
the Santa Clara will reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions in the City by at least 24% is being
developed this year. Underway. The Plan compares
business as usual and current sustainability measures
with potential GHG reduction efforts to meet or
exceed reduction goals required by State law. The
baseline year is 2008 when it is calculated that Santa
Clara had 1,854,300 metric tons of carbon dioxide
emissions. If nothing changes, it is estimated that by
2020 emissions would total 1,885,800 metric tons,
and the goal is to reduce that to at least 1,412,600
metric tons. Many strategies are being considered
including more renewable energy, energy efficiency
programs, water conservation, waste reduction,
transportation alternatives and new land use policies.
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